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Listening Comprehension  
Guide  

 

1) Listening Comprehension (Paper 3) 
- 20 multiple choice questions (MCQs) 
- Each question is 1 mark each 
- takes up 10% of the overall English grade 
 

2) Aims & Objectives 

Students are tested on their abilities to: 

 - draw conclusions or infer by listening attentively 

- comprehend and apply the different variety of text types* (literal or 
inferential levels) 

- interpret and identify main ideas, key messages and detailed contents in a 
variety of text types* 

*text types: announcements, news items, stories, advertisements, conversations, speeches, 

explanations, announcements* 

    

 

         Referencing from Singapore Examinations and Assessment Board (SEAB), 
graphic representations are used for the first seven questions. Each text is read 
twice, and time will be given for students to read and prepare for the questions 
before the first reading of each text.  

 

3) Strategies 

- Students are encouraged to use the time given before the audio reading of each 
text and swiftly skim through the questions and the options. This allows them to be 
prepared and brainstorm the answers before the actual reading.  
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- Predict/analyse/infer/conclude each question as the scripts are read out. 

Sample A: 
Question: How many participants are allowed to sign up for the art competition? 
 
Prediction: advertisement 
 
 
 
 

Sample B: 
Question: Which picture (graphic representation) shows the description of the 
lady losing her wallet? 
 
Prediction: announcement 
 
 
 
 

Sample C:  
Question: Which statement best describes the robbery? 
 
Prediction: news report 
 
 
 

Sample D:  
Question: Where is the hidden treasure (graphic representation) located?  
 
Prediction: instruction 
 
 
 
 

Sample E:  
Question: What is the process of photosynthesis? 
 
Prediction: explanation 
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4) Text Type 1: Literal Questions 

Literal questions require students to listen carefully for specific details in each 
text. Most of the answers can be found in the texts. 

Note: 
Who characters 
What things used (measurements, quantities) 
What information, specifying something 
Where locations, places 
When time  
Why reasons 
How (much) amount of money 
How (often) frequencies (events) 

 

Case Study 1: 

 

The orang-utan is an ape which looks like a hairy man. It has shaggy, reddish 
hair and very long arms. It lives in the rainforests of Borneo and Sumatra. In 
Malay, orang-utan means ‘man of the jungle’. It feeds mainly on fruits. Adult 
males tend to live on their own. They are twice as heavy as the females. The 
males are about 1.4m tall and have large throat pouches and cheek flaps. 

Literal Question: Where does an orang-utan live?  

1: An orang-utan lives in the jungles of Borneo. 

2: An orang-utan lives in the rainforests of Sumatra. 

3: An orang-utan lives in the jungles of Borneo and Sumatra. 

Answer: (3) 

Note: A good command of synonyms is useful to test a student’s understanding. In this 
question, rainforests and jungles mean the same. Eliminate other options to get the best 
answer. 
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Text Type 2: Inferential Questions 

 

Case Study 2: 

 

A two-year old boy named Daniel fell into a flooded drain and was rescued by 
his father, He found Daniel floating in a drain outside their house. By applying 
first aid, the boy's father managed to revive him. He was then rushed to 
hospital in a relative's car. 

 

Inferential Question: What is a suitable title for the passage? 

1: Boy found in drain. 
2: Rescued from a flooded drain.  
3: Boy recovering in hospital. 
4: Boy taken to hospital. 

 

Answer: (2) 

Note: It tells us the main fact and the answer is not directly found in the passage. The 
other options are distractors. 

 

Text Type 3: Tricky Questions 

Case Study 3 

Daphne pushed her shopping cart towards the meat section after buying milk 
from the dairy section. Daphne stood at the meat section for ten minutes, 
selecting fresh cuts of meat. After placing the packets into the basket, 
Daphne recalled she had to buy vegetables. She pushed her trolley past the 
meat section and hurried to the vegetables section. Her handphone beeped 
and she realised it was time to fetch her children from school. Daphne quickly 
grabbed some fresh greens and hurried to the cashier for payment. 

Tricky Question 1: What was the first section Daphne went to? 

1. Meat Section 

2.Vegetable Section 
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3. Dairy Section 

Answer: 3  

Note: The phrase “…after buying milk…” indicated Daphne went to the dairy section 
first.  

 

Tricky Question 2: How many places did Daphne visit in the supermarket? 

1. four 

2. three 

3. two 

Answer: 1 

Note: Daphne went to the dairy section, meat section, vegetable section, cashier counter 

 

Text Type 4: Graphic Representation – Picture Sequencing 

Teacher’s Script:  

To make pancakes, first you will need: 

- one cup of flour 

- one tablespoon of sugar 

- one egg (sightly beaten), one cup milk  

- 50 grams of unsalted butter.  

Here are the steps.  

Step 1: measure all the ingredients.  

Step 2: Whisk flour and sugar in a mixing bowl. Add the egg in with the milk. Continue 
mixing until the batter is smooth.  

Step 3: Brush butter in a heated pan. Pour ¼ cup of batter into the pan.  

Step 4: Flip the pancake when bubbles form on the surface.  

Cook till lightly brown on both sides. Serve with butter and drizzle with honey. Enjoy! 
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5) Conclusion 

- Do remember to shade all the bubbles in the optical answer sheet (OAS) within 
the given time during the exam.  

- If you are unable to hear clearly from your location, raise your hand 
immediately. (source: SEAB) 

- Read and listen to a variety of text types (news articles, books, magazines, 
video links) to prepare yourself ahead of the exam. 
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